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HawaiÔi needs comprehensive public policies to help people build assets.  This should include a 
package of programs, tax incentives, regulatory changes, and other mechanisms to help people 
earn more, save more, protect hard earned assets, start businesses and become homeowners. 

 
The following is a list of asset building measures that can help families build their assets and 

reach self-sufficiency, as well as, an inventory of organizations and individuals that offer 
programs and services and, or have experience and expertise in asset building. 

 

 
Self Sufficiency Standard 
Families cannot save and build their assets if there are not realistic figures to determine 
the actual cost of living.  The self-sufficiency standard measures how much income is 
needed for a family of a given composition in a given place to adequately meet their basic 
needs without public or private assistance. 
 
Resources 
 
Aloha United Way & Center on the Family Ð Economic Well-Being in HawaiÔi: Family 
and Individual Self Sufficiency Report (2007) 
 
Norm Baker, Vice President of 
Community Building  
Aloha United Way 
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 700 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 536-1951 
Web: http://www.auw.org 
Email: norm@auw.org 

Sylvia Yuen, Director  
Center on the Family 
University of HawaiÔi at Manoa 
2515 Campus Road, Miller Hall 103 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
Ph. (808) 956-4132 
Web: http://www.uhfamily.hawaii.edu 

 
Barbara Tavares, Coordinator of State Career & Technical Education 
Special Services Office of the State Director for Career and Technical Education 
University of HawaiÔi at Manoa 
Lunalilo I, Lower Campus Rd. 
Honolulu, HI  96822 
Ph. (808) 956-6194 
Email: btavares@hawaii.edu 
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Bridge to Hope & Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women ÐHawaii Family 
Economic Self Sufficiency Project (2003) 
Teresa Bill, System-wide Coordinator 
Bridge to Hope 
University of HawaiÔi 
2600 Campus Road, QLCSS Room 211 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
Ph. (808) 956-8059 
Web: 
http://www.hawaii.edu/bridgetohope/ 
Email: bthinfo@hawaii.edu 
 

Sharon Ferguson-Quick, Executive 
Director 
Hawaii State Commission on the 
Status of Women 
235 S. Beretania St., Room 407 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 586-5757 
Fax (808) 586-5756 
Web: http://www.hawaii.gov/hscsw 
Email: hscsw@pixi.com 

 
Debbie Shimizu, Executive Director 
National Association of Social Workers Ð Hawaii Chapter 
677 Ala Moana Blvd., #702 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 521-1787 
Fax (808) 534-1199 
Web: http://www.naswhi.org 
Email: info@naswhi.org 
 
Andrew Aoki  
Kanu Hawaii/3Point Consulting 
Email: andrew@kanuhawaii.org 
 
Brent Dillabaugh & Larissa Meinecke 
Hawaii Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development (HACBED) 
677 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 702 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 550-2661 
Fax (808) 534-1199 
Web: http://www.hacbed.org 
Email: bdillabaugh@hacbed.org & lmeinecke@hacbed.org 
 
June Shimokawa 
Ph. (808) 586-5757 
Email: junets@clearwire.net 
 
 

EITC/VITA Outreach  
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is one of the most powerful anti-poverty 
mechanisms in the nation.  Approximately $42 billion in EITC benefits are paid out to the 
working poor across the nation.  During tax year 2006, a married couple with two or 
more qualified children and an earned income of $38,348 was eligible to receive up to 
$4,536.  This lump sum amount of money helps families pay off debts while building 



 3 

their assets so they may make a down payment on a home, pay for college tuition, or start 
a small business. 
 
Resources 
 
Susan Tamanaha, Program Coordinator of Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
Aloha United Way 
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 700 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 536-1951 
Web: http://www.auw.org 
Email: susant@auw.org 
 
Aloha United WayÕs Family Self-Sufficiency Program was established in October 2005 
to conduct major outreach for EITC awareness and the availability of free tax assistance 
for low to moderate income taxpayers at tax sites established under the IRSÕs VITA 
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Program. 
 
During 2005, the first year of the program, the EITC dollar amount claimed at VITA sites 
increased by almost 80% over the previous year.  In 2006, the second year of the 
program, it was able to increase the dollar amount of EITC filings by 140.73%.  The 
number of clients served also increased by 77.72% the first year and an additional 
92.50% second year. 
 
As of July 2007, approximately $44 million in EITC benefits remained unclaimed and 
nearly 5,000 EITC-qualified individuals still pay for their tax preparation services, which 
decreases their EITC benefits by $7.6 million.  
 
Jamie Omori 
Alu Like, Inc.  
Hale O N! Limahana 
458 Keawe St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 535-6725 
Email: jaomori@alulike.org 
 
Laura Robertson 
Goodwill Industries 
2610 Kilihau St. 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
Ph. (808) 836-0313 
Fax (808) 833-4943 
Web: http://www.higoodwill.org 
 
Gail Bonilla & Glenna Takamura 
IRS SPEC/VITA operation 
 
Wayne Tanna 
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Chaminade University 
3140 Waialae Ave. 
Honolulu, HI  96816-1578 
Ph. (808) 739-4606 
Email: wtanna@chaminade.edu 
 
Aimee Olim, Western Regional Director 
Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN)  
949 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 106 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
Ph. (503) 757-0822 
Email: fieldrdnw@acorn.org 
 
AARP Hawaii 
1132 Bishop St., Suite 1920 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (866) 295-7282 (toll-free) 
Fax (808) 537-2288 
Email: hiaarp@aarp.org 
 
Jim Spencer, Assistant Professor of Public Policy 
University of HawaiÔi at Manoa 
Saunders 613 
Ph. 956-8835 
Email: jhs@hawaii.edu 
 
 

Financial Education 
Financial literacy can assist people in understanding the importance of savings and 
building their assets to improve their net worth and save for homeownership, retirement, 
college, to start a business, and more.  As the financial world becomes more complex, 
financial education helps people understand the choices available to them so they can 
weigh their options and make their assets grow for their future.    
 
Resources 
 
Hawaii HomeOwnership Center 
Gentry Pacific Design Center 
560 N. Nimitz Hwy. Suite 213 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 523-9500 
Fax (808) 523-9502 
Web: http://www.hihomeownership.org 
 
Hawaiian Community Assets 
900 Fort Street, Suite 930 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 587-7886 
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Fax (808) 587-7899 
Web: http://www.hawaiiancommunity.net 
 
Helen Wai 
Helen Wai, LLC 
Financial Educator/Coach/Consultant 
87-108 Muolo St. 
Nanakuli, HI  96792 
Ph. (808) 479-2330 
Email: pelekaiwai@hawaii.rr.com 
 
Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Hawaii 
Wendy Burkholder 
1164 Bishop St., Suite 1614 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph.  (808) 532-3225 
Fax (808) 532-5611 
Web: http://www.cccshawaii.org/ 
Email: cccsofmaui@aol.com 
 
Legal Aid Society of Hawaii 
924 Bethel St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 536-4302 
Fax (808) 527-8088 
Web: www.legalaidhawaii.org 
 
Honolulu Community Action Program (HCAP) 
One South King Building 
33 South King St., Suite 300 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 521-4531 
Fax (808) 521-4538 
Web: http://www.hcapweb.org 
 
Hawaii Council on Economic Education 
1136 Union Mall, Suite 310 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 536-6304 
Fax (808) 536-6313 
Email: info@hcee.org 
Web: http://www.hcee.org/ 
 
Department of Family and Consumer Sciences 
College of Tropical Agriculture & Consumer Resources 
University of HawaiÔi 
2515 Campus Road, Miller Hall 110 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
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Ph. (808) 956-8105 
Fax (808) 956-2239 
Email: tcs@ctahr.hawaii.edu 
Web: 
http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/ctahr2001/Departments/FCS/Extension.html#financialProgr
ams 
MoneyEd Financial Literacy Program Ð http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/moneyed/ 
 
Pam Divito 
Credit Union League of HawaiÔi 
1654 South King St. 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
Ph. (808) 941-0556 
Fax (808) 945-0019 
 
 

Individual Development Accounts 
Individual development accounts (IDAs) are matched savings accounts that enable low-
income families to save, build their assets, and enter the financial mainstream.  IDAs 
reward working-families who are building toward an asset, such as buying a home, 
paying for college tuition, or starting a small business. 
 
There are only several organizations within Hawaii that offer IDAs.  These organizations 
often match the incentive with financial literacy education, training to purchase their 
asset, and case management.  These organizations often run out of sufficient funds 
needed to operate, including funds to provide financial education and promote human 
capital, resources for case management, and funds for technical assistance and support, 
such as, classes, telephones, and one-on-one counseling  
 
Resources 
 
Jamie Omori 
Alu Like, Inc.  
Hale O N! Limahana 
458 Keawe St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 535-6725 
Email: jaomori@alulike.org 
 
Alu Like, Inc. helps Native Hawaiian families build their assets through individual 
development accounts (IDAs).  Alu Like is one of two agencies in HawaiÔi to receive the 
Federal Assets for Independence (AFI) IDA grant in 1999.  They have been providing 
IDAs since 1999 and are currently into their second AFI IDA grant.  They also have a 
HAHASDA grant for 15 homeownership IDAs on the island of Lanai.  Alu Like is 
currently setting up another IDA program separate from AFI for those with a high income 
limit level and different goals.  To obtain an IDA, participants must complete 9-12 hours 
of financial literacy classes and they receive case management from Alu Like staff. 
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During its first AFI grant, Alu Like had 191 successful accounts, including 100 in 
homeownership, 60 in education, and 3 in businesses.  Currently, they have 67 accounts 
open to be used for a down payment on a home, start a business, or for education. 
 
Alu Like feels that funding to operate a successful IDA program is needed.  Funds are 
needed for staff, database management, case management, and financial literacy classes.  
IDAs have helped Hawaiian families save their assets and reach their financial goals. 
 
Judy Pulido & Vickie Punua-McGinnis 
City and County of Honolulu 
Dept. of Community Services 
Family Self-Sufficiency & Section 8 Programs 
Ph. (808) 527-5930 
Email: jpulido@honolulu.gov or vpunua@honolulu.gov 
 
HawaiÔi Homeownership Center 
Gentry Pacific Design Center 
560 N. Nimitz Hwy. Suite 213 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 523-9500 
Fax (808) 523-9502 
Web: http://www.hihomeownership.org 
 
Hawaiian Community Assets 
900 Fort Street, Suite 930 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 587-7886 
Fax (808) 587-7899 
Web: http://www.hawaiiancommunity.net 
 
Glenn Hayase 
91-886 Oaniani St. 
Kapolei, HI  96707 
Ph. (808) 554-3602 
Email: ghayase@gmail.com 
 
 

Micro  Enterprise Development 
Business ownership can be an effective path out of poverty and in many cases has helped 
families move into the middle class.  Micro enterprise, businesses with five or fewer 
employees, can provide income to supplement low wage jobs and offer the potential for 
full time self employment.  Several organizations in HawaiÔi offer programs that help 
individuals interested in starting a business with training classes, funding, and consulting 
on how to run a successful small business. 
 
Resources 
 
Empower Oahu 
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99-082 Kauhale St., Suite B3 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Ph. (808) 485-0300 
Fax (808) 485-0300 
Web: http://www.empoweroahu.org/ 
 
Empower Oahu coordinates the Partners in Micro-enterprise Development Program 
which offers micro-business training and technical assistance to individuals that are 
interested and capable of starting micro-businesses.  The program will conduct 10 micro-
business training programs this year for around 100 individuals with at least 40 starting 
micro-businesses.  The State Legislature can help by providing funding to continue the 
micro-business training and a micro-loan scheme or IDA program.  Access to funding is 
a problem for many of Empower OahuÕs clients. 
 
Robert Agres, Jr. & Brent Dillabaugh 
Hawaii Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development (HACBED) 
677 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 702 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 550-2661 
Fax (808) 534-1199 
Web: http://www.hacbed.org 
Email: bagres@hacbed.org & bdillabaugh@hacbed.org 
 
Robin Danner, President & CEO 
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) 
33 South King Street, Suite 513 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 521-5011 
Toll-Free: 800.709.CNHA (2642) 
Fax (808) 521-4111 
Email: cnha@hawaiiancouncil.org 
Web: http://www.hawaiiancouncil.org/ 
 
Pacific Gateway Center Ð Kitchen Incubator 
720 North King Street 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 845-3918 
Fax (808) 842-1962 
Email: info@pacificgateway.org 
Web: http://www.pacificgateway.org/ 
 
Pacific Gateway Center (PGC) offers lending services and technical assistance and 
training to individuals that are interested in opening a business.  PGC offers lending 
services funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration and Bank of Hawaii to low-
income residents who want to start up or expand their businesses.  PGC also provides 
business skills training, advanced computer classes, commercial kitchen usage training 
and one-on-one business consulting.  These services are provided to approximately 5,000 
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clients each year.  Micro enterprise development is significant to assisting low-income 
individuals and families and to alleviate poverty in communities. 
 
Office Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) Ð Economic Development Hale 
711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 500 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 594-1888 
Fax: (808) 594-1865 
Email: info@oha.org 
Web: http://www.oha.org/index.php 
 
The mission of the Economic Development hale at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is to 
create, retain, and expand the wealth of Natives Hawaiians by improving economic self-
sufficiency and business sustainability.  OHA offers three types of services to the Native 
Hawaiian community, including 1) lending resources through the Native Hawaiian 
Revolving Loan Fund (NHRLF) and the Consumer Micro-Loan Program (CMLP); 2) 
grants through the Community-Based Economic Development (CBED) program; and 3) 
facilitation, training, and technical assistance.  Each service includes asset building. 
 
Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. 
99 Mahalani St. 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
Ph. (808) 249-2990 
Email: info@meoinc.org 
Web: http://meoinc.charityfinders.org/ 
 
 

Community Development Financial Institutions 
A community development financial institution (CDFI) is a community-based financial 
institution in which residents of a community have ownership in the institution.  CDFIs 
aim to fill the need for capital needs that are not served by conventional sources of 
finance, particularly a problem in minority communities where bank industry ÒredliningÓ 
has made raising local capital difficult. 
 
The CDFI Fund was established by Congress in 1994 to expand the capacity of financial 
institutions to provide credit, capital, and financial services to underserved populations 
and communities in the U.S.  The CDFI Fund promotes economic revitalization and 
community development through investment in CDFIs. 
 
The following are some CDFIs in HawaiÔi that was awarded funds from the CDFI Fund: 
 
Resources 
 
Robin Danner, President & CEO 
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) 
33 South King Street, Suite 513 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 521-5011 
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Toll-Free: 800.709.CNHA (2642) 
Fax (808) 521-4111 
Email: cnha@hawaiiancouncil.org 
 
Bank of HawaiÔi 
Brent Chillingworth 
Assistant Vice President 
CRA and Community Development Officer 
Corporate Compliance 
130 Merchant St., Suite 470 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 694-8812 
Fax (808) 694-4215 
Email: brant.chillingworth@boh.com 
 
American Savings Bank 
Anna Marie Springer, VP 
Rian Dubach 
Community Development 
Ph. (808) 539-7103 
Email: rdubach@asbhawaii.com 
 
 

Homeownership 
Homeownership is an important asset for families and a critical component for economic 
security in HawaiÔi.  HawaiÔi has the 2nd worst homeownership rate in the country while 
housing values are amongst the highest.  Many HawaiÔi families cannot afford to 
purchase a home.  Mechanisms that help families save for a down payment and purchase 
a home are significant for many families in HawaiÔi. 
 
Resources 
 
HawaiÔi Homeownership Center 
Gentry Pacific Design Center 
560 N. Nimitz Hwy. Suite 213 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 523-9500 
Fax (808) 523-9502 
Web: http://www.hihomeownership.org 
 
Hawaiian Community Assets 
900 Fort St. Mall, Suite 930 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 587-7886 
Toll-free 1-888-400-1116 
Fax (808) 587-7899 
Email: info@hawaiiancommunity.net 
Web: http://www.hawaiiancommunity.net 
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Robin Danner, President & CEO 
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) 
33 South King Street, Suite 513 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 521-5011 
Toll-Free: 800.709.CNHA (2642) 
Fax (808) 521-4111 
Email: cnha@hawaiiancouncil.org 
 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
1099 Alakea St., Suite 2000 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 586-3800 
Fax (808) 586-3846 
Web: http://hawaii.gov/dhhl 
 
Judy Pulido & Vickie Punua-McGinnis 
City and County of Honolulu 
Dept. of Community Services 
Family Self-Sufficiency & Section 8 Programs 
51 Merchant St., 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 527-5930 
Email: jpulido@honolulu.gov or vpunua@honolulu.gov 
 
State of HawaiÔi Section 8 FSS/HOP 
HawaiÔi Public Housing Authority (HPHA) Family Self-Sufficiency 
Lia Burton, Program Coordinator/FSS Supervisor 
1505 Dillingham Blvd., Room 110 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ph. (808) 843-0733 ext. 230 
Fax (808) 843-0410 
Email: uburton@honolulu.gov 
 
KauaÔi County Housing Agency Section 8 Rental Assistance 
Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
Kathryn L. Kato 
PiÔikoi Building 
4444 Rice St., Ste. 330 
Lihue, HI 96766 
Ph. (808) 241-4440 
Fax (808) 241-5119 
Email: kkato@kauai.gov 
 
County of HawaiÔi, Office of Housing and Community Development 
Existing Housing Division 
Glen Shigehara, FSS & HOP Counselor/Trainer 
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1990 KinoÔole St., Ste. 105 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph (808) 959-4642 
Fax (808) 959-9308 
Email: sec8info@co.hawaii.hi.us or sec8fss@co.hawaii.hi.us 
 
 
 

Land Trusts 
 
Resources 
 
The Trust for Public Land Ð HawaiÔi 
Lea Hong 
212 Merchant St., Suite 320 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 524-8564 
  
 

College Savings 
College tuition is increasing every year as families struggle to save money in hopes of 
sending their children to college.  Research shows that college degree holders make more 
money than those that only have a high school degree.  Programs and services that assist 
families and individuals with saving for college and building their assets can greatly help 
those wishing to further their education and obtain a successful career. 
 
Resources 
 
GEAR-UP HawaiÔi 
University of HawaiÔi at Manoa 
College of Business 
2404 Maile Way, A-303 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
Ph. (808) 956-3879 
Fax (808) 956-9695 
Email: gearuphi@hawaii.edu  
Web: http://gearup.hawaii.edu/ 
 
GEAR UP, which stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs, is a federal program whose mission is to significantly increase the number of 
low-income students who are prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education. 
GEAR UP provides students and families with information on financial aid, scholarships, 
academic preparation and college admissions. 
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Payday Lending 
AmericanÕs working families are paying billions of dollars in excessive fees every year as 
payday lenders flip small cash advances into long-term, high cost loans with interest rates 
as high as 400 percent.  This traps many families into debt as they cannot pay off their 
loans when they are due.  According to the Center for Responsible Lending, the payday 
lending industry exceeds $28 billion a year.  Several states have attempted to reform 
payday lending while eleven states have banned the practice within their state. 
 
In Hawaii, a small group of payday lending companies, the State commerce and 
consumer affairs office, and several consumer advocate groups have been working at 
some type of reform of the payday industry.  Discussions have included regulating and 
licensing the industry. 
 
Resources 
The following are individuals working on pay day lending reform. 
 
R. Craig Schafer 
Email: zolar@paydayhawaii.com 
 
Ryker Wada 
Legal Aid Society of Hawaii 
Email: rywada@lashaw.org 
 
Brent Dillabaugh 
Hawaii Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development (HACBED) 
Email: bdillabaugh@hacbed.org 
 
Dominic Griffin 
Office of Financial Institutions 
Hawaii State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
Email: Dominic.B.Griffin@dcca.hawaii.gov 
 
 

Affordable Housing Developers 
The following are affordable housing developers in HawaiÔi: 
!  EAH Housing - http://www.eahhousing.org/ 
!  Lokahi Pacific - http://www.lokahipacific.org/ 
 
 
 
 

Government Agencies 
Several government agencies offer services and/or funding that help families and 
individuals in HawaiÔi build their assets.  The following is a list of those government 
agencies: 
 
Office Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)  
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711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 500 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 594-1888 
Fax: (808) 594-1865 
Email: info@oha.org 
Web: http://www.oha.org 
 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
1099 Alakea St., Suite 2000 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 586-3800 
Fax (808) 586-3846 
Web: http://hawaii.gov/dhhl 
 

 
Local Foundations & Funders 
The following is a list of foundations and funders that provide funding for asset building 
programs and services that help families in HawaiÔi reach self sufficiency. 
 
HawaiÔi Community Foundation 
1164 Bishop Street, Suite 800 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 537-6333 
Fax (808) 521-6286 
 
The HawaiÔi Community Foundation (HCF) is a public, statewide, charitable services and 
grant making organization supported by donor contributions for the benefit of HawaiÔi's 
people.  HCF is an information resource for philanthropy, civic leadership and the issues 
affecting the nonprofit sector. As an advocate for the nonprofit sector, HCF seeks to 
inspire the spirit of giving throughout every island community by providing outstanding 
support and services to our donors, volunteers, other nonprofit agencies, grant seekers 
and the community. 
 
Harold K.L. Castle Foundation 
146 Hekili St., Ste. 203 
Kailua, HI 96734 
Ph. (808) 262-9413 
Fax (808) 261-6918 
Web: http://www.castlefoundation.org/ 
 
Founded in 1962, the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation works to build resources for 
Hawaii's future.  The Castle Foundation does this by investing in promising initiatives 
and organizations through grantmaking, using our convening power, and introducing and 
spreading new ideas and approaches to help solve some of Hawaii's most pressing 
problems.  Its mission is to: 1) Close the achievement gap in public education so that all 
of Hawaii's children, regardless of their socioeconomic background, have access to and 
benefit from high-quality education, 2) Restore Hawaii's nearshore marine life 
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populations so that future generations can benefit and learn from this rich natural 
resource, 3) Build on the strengths of Windward Oahu communities through investments 
that support the region's rich cultural legacy, its youth and families, and its natural 
resources, and 4) Invest in a limited number of other unforeseen but compelling 
opportunities to make a big difference in Hawaii's future. 
 
Consuelo Foundation 
Headquarters 
110 N. Hotel St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. (808) 532-3939 
Fax (808) 532-3930 
Web: http://www.consuelo.org 
 
Consuelo Zobel Alger was born into a family which had been at the top of the business, 
social and cultural scene of the Philippines.  She was inspired from her earliest days by 
the words of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, who said, ÒWhat matters in life is not great 
deeds, but great love.Ó  In early 1987, she met with Patti Lyons who was working to open 
a shelter for street children in the Philippines.  Through this meeting, the Conseulo 
Foundation was established.  Although Consuelo died in 1990, her memory lives on 
forever through the legacy of good works perpetuated by her establishment and 
endowment of Consuelo Foundation.  ConsueloÕs vision is to renew hope for those who 
have lost it and give hope to those who never had it and its mission is to operate or 
support programs in Hawaii and the Philippines that improve the quality of life of 
disadvantaged children, women and families. 

 
 
National Resources 
There are many national organizations and foundations that serve as excellent resources 
in asset building.  Many of these organizations conduct research, provide services and 
programs, perform advocacy, and build coalitions and support for asset building 
measures throughout the nation.  For current information on them, please check out their 
websites. 
 
Corporation for Enterprise Development (CFED) 
Jennifer Brooks, Policy Director 
1200 G Street, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20005 
Ph. (202) 408-9788 
Fax (202) 408-9793 
Web: http://www.cfed.org 
 
The Corporation for Enterprise Development (CFED) is a national private nonprofit 
organization with a mission to expand economic opportunity.  Part of this mission has 
been to expand how people think about policy and its impact on their lives and 
opportunities.  In September 2007, CFED released the 2007-2008 Assets and Opportunity 
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Scorecard which takes a comprehensive look at wealth and poverty across America, 
bringing together various data on financial security, homeownership, business 
development, health care, and education.  The Scorecard provides an overall look at the 
elements that lead to widely shared economic success.  The Scorecard can be viewed at 
http://www.cfed.org/go/scorecard. 
 
National Council on Economic Education 
1140 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036 
Ph. (212) 730-7007 or 1-800-338-1192 
Fax (212) 730-1793 
Email: econed@ncee.net 

Over 50 years ago, the National Council on Economic Education (NCEE) saw a gap 
between what young people needed to know about economics and what they were being 
taught. So we took action, establishing comprehensive programs that equip teachers with 
tools to get economics and personal finance into the classroom, and to help students 
apply in their lives what they learn in school. 

Since 1949, NCEE has built a unique Network of state Councils and university-based 
Centers to position our organization as the definitive resource for teachers who share our 
conviction that practical economics must become a core component of the curriculum. 
We've led the charge, but there's still much more to do. 

The gap is still serious. NCEE surveys show that nearly half of our young people don't 
understand how to save and invest for retirement, nor how to handle credit cards, don't 
know the difference between inflation and recession, nor how government spending 
affects them. If we fail to act now to improve economic literacy in this country, our 
children will be at risk for crippling personal debt, costly decisions at work and at home, 
and lack competitive skills in a fast-paced global economy. 

Our mission is clear, and we know that our methods and materials are effective in 
implementing it. Growing interest in the economy and in financial markets, in elementary 
and secondary education, in international education, and in educational standards, plays 
to NCEE's proven expertise and strengths. No other organization is in a better position to 
accomplish more in economic and financial education for the future. 

We are redoubling our efforts to reach America's teachers Ñ  because investing in 
teachers has proven to be the most effective way to get into the heads and hands of the 
nation's young people. (Taken from NCEE website: http://www.ncee.net/about/) 

Annie E. Casey Foundation 
701 St. Paul Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202  
Ph: (410) 547-6600 
Email: webmail@aecf.org  
Web: http://www.aecf.org 
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Founded in 1948, the primary mission of the Annie E. Casey Foundation is to foster 
public policies, human-service reforms, and community supports that more effectively 
meet the needs of todayÕs vulnerable children and families. In pursuit of this goal, the 
Foundation makes grants that help states, cities, and neighborhoods fashion more 
innovative, cost-effective responses to these needs. 
 
New American Foundation 
Web: http://www.newamerica.net 
Main Office: 
1630 Connecticut Ave., N.W., 7th Flr. 
Washington, DC 20009 
Ph. (202) 986-2700 
Fax (202) 986-3696 

California Office: 
New America Foundation 
921 11th Street, Suite 901 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Ph. (916) 448-5189 
Fax: (916) 448-3724 

The purpose of New America Foundation is to bring exceptionally promising new voices 
and new ideas to the fore of our nationÕs public discourse. Relying on a venture capital 
approach, the Foundation invests in outstanding individuals and policy solutions that 
transcend the conventional political spectrum. Through its fellowships and issue-specific 
programs, the Foundation sponsors a wide range of research, writing, conferences and 
public outreach on the most important global and domestic issues of our time.  

The New America Foundation is a nonprofit, post-partisan, public policy institute that 
was established through the collaborative work of a diverse and intergenerational group 
of public intellectuals, civic leaders and business executives. Launched in 1999, the 
Foundation is guided by President and CEO Steve Coll, and an outstanding Board of 
Directors. New America is headquartered in our nationÕs capital and also has a significant 
presence in California, the nationÕs largest laboratory of democracy. 

Brookings Institution  
1775 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20036 
Ph. (202) 797-6000 
Fax (202) 797-6004 
Web: http://www.brook.edu 
 

The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit public policy organization based in Washington, 
DC. Our mission is to conduct high-quality, independent research and, based on that 
research, to provide innovative, practical recommendations that advance three broad 
goals: 

¥ Strengthen American democracy;  
¥ Foster the economic and social welfare, security and opportunity of all Americans 

and  
¥ Secure a more open, safe, prosperous and cooperative international system. 

The Aspen Institute 
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Aspen Washington DC (Headquarters) 
One Dupont Circle, NW 
Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036-1133 
Ph. (202) 736-5800 
Fax (202) 467-0790 
Web: http://www.aspeninstitute.org 
 
The Aspen Institute, founded in 1950, is an international nonprofit organization dedicated 
to fostering enlightened leadership and open-minded dialogue. Through seminars, policy 
programs, conferences and leadership development initiatives, the Institute and its 
international partners seek to promote nonpartisan inquiry and an appreciation for 
timeless values. The Institute is headquartered in Washington, DC, and has campuses in 
Aspen, Colorado, and on the Wye River on Maryland's Eastern Shore. Its international 
network includes partner Aspen Institutes in Berlin, Rome, Lyon, Tokyo, New Delhi, and 
Bucharest, and leadership programs in Africa, Central America and India. 
 
Center on Budget Policies and Priorities 
820 First Street, NE, Suite 510 
Washington, DC 20002 
Ph. (202) 408-1080 
Fax (202) 408-1056 
Web: http://www.cbpp.org 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities is one of the nationÕs premier policy 
organizations working at the federal and state levels on fiscal policy and public programs 
that affect low- and moderate-income families and individuals. 

The Center conducts research and analysis to inform public debates over proposed budget 
and tax policies and to help ensure that the needs of low-income families and individuals 
are considered in these debates.  We also develop policy options to alleviate poverty, 
particularly among working families. 

In addition, the Center examines the short- and long-term impacts that proposed policies 
would have on the health of the economy and on the soundness of federal and state 
budgets.  Among the issues we explore are whether federal and state governments are 
fiscally sound and have sufficient revenue to address critical priorities, both for low-
income populations and for the nation as a whole. 

Over the past two decades, the Center has gained a reputation for producing materials 
that are balanced, authoritative, accessible to non-specialists, and responsive to issues 
currently before the country.  Our materials are used by policymakers and non-profit 
organizations across the political spectrum, as well as by journalists from a variety of 
media outlets. 

Center for Community Change 
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Headquarters Ñ  Washington, DC 
1536 U Street NW 
Washington DC, 20009 
Ph. (202) 339-9300 
Toll-free (877) 777-1536 
Web: http://www.communitychange.org 

The Center, founded in 1968, grew out of a powerful combination of ideas and events in 
the 1960s. Many important partners, including the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Fund, 
the Ford Foundation, and leaders of the United Auto Workers, made the Center for 
Community Change a reality. 

From the very beginning, the Center's purpose has been to help establish and develop 
community organizations across the country, "bring attention to major national issues 
related to poverty," and "help insure that government programs are responsive to 
community needs." 

The Center has a deep and active history in community organizing in all low-income 
communities, encompassing urban and rural areas, and African American, Latino, Native 
American, Asian American, and immigrant communities. Over the years, the Center has 
nurtured thousands of local groups and leaders. In addition, the Center has catalyzed 
grassroots coalitions that were instrumental in the creation of the federal Food Stamps 
Program, the enactment of the Community Reinvestment Act, the growth of Community 
Development Corporations, and the large-scale preservation of affordable housing. 
National organizations incubated by the Center include:  

¥ The Coalition on Human Needs  
¥ The Workforce Alliance  
¥ The Environmental Support Center  
¥ The Rural Coalition  
¥ The National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy  
¥ The National Campaign for Jobs and Income Support  

Throughout our history, the Center has provided policy and organizing expertise on a 
range of issue areas, including: community reinvestment, affordable and public housing, 
transportation, income support and job creation, economic development and housing 
production, hunger and malnutrition, immigrant rights and legislation, and community 
monitoring efforts to hold government agencies accountable to residents.  

Today the Center is a diverse and vibrant organization building on its original mission 
and the lessons of over three decades of national policy and community organizing 
efforts, in order to actively engage with community-based organizations and their allies 
to forge a hopeful path to the future. 

Community Wealth.Org 
1228 Tawes Hall 
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University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742 
Ph. (301) 405-9834 
Fax (301) 314-2533 
Web: http://www.community-wealth.org 
 
Community-Wealth.org is a project of The Democracy Collaborative at the University of 
Maryland.  The Democracy Collaborative was initiated by the University of Maryland in 
2000 to advance a new understanding of democracy for the 21st century and to promote 
sustained and widespread democratic practice. The Collaborative is an enterprise 
specifically designed to incubate, sustain, and catalyze efforts toward these ends by 
leveraging the resources (intellectual, human, financial, and otherwise) of institutions of 
higher education toward civic and democracy building purposes.   
 
While administratively based at the University of Maryland at College Park, the 
Collaborative is a consortium of more than 20 leading democracy-focused academic 
centers in the United States. Representatives of these Òacademic affiliatesÓ actively 
participate in the CollaborativeÕs research projects, conferences, organizing efforts, and 
general strategic development. 
 
One of the CollaborativeÕs major research and action programs focuses on asset-based 
approaches to building community wealth. In addition to having developed Community-
Wealth.org, we are involved in a broad range of research, publishing, networking, and 
educational programs that explore and promote democratic forms of community-based 
economic development. 
 
Center for Social Development 
George Warren Brown School of Social Work 
Washington University 
Campus Box 1196  
One Brookings Drive  
St. Louis, Missouri 63130 
Ph. (314) 935-7433  
Fax (314) 935-8661  
Email: csd@gwbmail.wustl.edu 
Web: http://www.gwbweb.wustl.edu/csd 

The Center for Social Development (CSD) is a research and policy center based at the 
George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University in St. Louis. Since 
1994, CSD has focused on social development research that informs how individuals, 
families, and communities increase capacity, formulate and reach life goals, and 
contribute to the economy and society. Our principal focus is on families and 
communities at the bottom of society. Major areas of work have been asset building and 
civic engagement and service. 
 
CSD has a multipurpose agenda that encompasses social theory, research, policy 
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innovation, projects in the community, and teaching. Projects connect academic and 
applied interests, and build bridges across public, nonprofit, and private sectors. 
Academic excellence and real-world involvement are emphasized. Research projects 
stress mutuality through capacity building, partnership development, and shared learning. 
The watchwords at CSD are inquiry, innovation, and impact. 

National Rural Funders Collaborative 
402 N. Good Latimer Expressway 
Dallas, TX 75204 
Ph. (214) 824-4450 
Fax (214) 824-4451 
Web: http://www.nrfc.org 

NRFC is a collaborative philanthropic initiative organized to expand resources for 
families and communities in regions of persistent poverty, especially areas where 
concentrations of poverty and communities of color overlap. 

NRFC recognizes that poverty is often a factor of race, class, culture, and power 
dynamics that are linked and concentrated and that the reinvention of rural economies is 
fundamental to eliminating rural poverty and effecting long-term transformative change 
in rural America. 

NRFC supports community-based empowerment strategies designed to transform poor 
rural communities and regions into healthy and viable living environments and seeks to 
build a movement of support and advocacy for alternative rural economies based on 
community assets of culture, land and human capital and grounded in relationships and 
values of equity and justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Center for Responsible Lending 
Web: http://www.responsiblelending.org 

North Carolina 
302 West Main Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
Ph (919) 313-8500 
Fax (919) 313-8595 

 

District of Columbia 
910 17th Street NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 

Ph (202) 349-1850 
Fax (202) 289-9009 

California 
1330 Broadway 
Suite 604 
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Oakland, CA 94612 
Ph (510) 379-5500 

Fax (510) 893-9300 

 
The Center for Responsible Lending is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research and policy 
organization dedicated to protecting homeownership and family wealth by working to 
eliminate abusive financial practices. CRL is affiliated with Self-Help, one of the nation's 
largest community development financial institutions. 

CRL's staff includes attorneys, researchers, and policy analysts in North Carolina, 
Washington DC, and California who study and report on predatory lending matters and 
monitor legislative and regulatory activity in state capitols and in the US Congress. 
CRL's work has five main components: 

¥ Policy and Technical Assistance: sharing market and legal knowledge with 
advocates and policymakers across the country 
interested in reforming lending practices. 

¥ Research: producing research on predatory lending to inform policymakers, 
regulators, and others on its extent and impact. 

¥ Coalition-Building: supporting national and state organizations concerned about 
predatory lending. 

¥ Litigation: partnering with other advocates to advance predatory lending litigation 
and submitting legal briefs on key legal issues. 

¥ Communications: promoting public awareness and providing a web-based archive 
of information for local legislators and advocates. 

National Consumer Law Center 
Boston Headquarters 
77 Summer St., 10th Flr. 
Boston, MA 02110 
Ph. (617) 542-8010 
Fax (617) 542-6252 
Email: consumerlaw@nclc.org 
Web: http://www.nclc.org 
 
The National Consumer Law Center (NCLC) is the nationÕs consumer law expert, 
helping consumers, their advocates, and public policy makers use powerful and complex 
consumer laws on behalf of low-income and vulnerable Americans seeking economic 
justice. 
 
NCLC does the following: 

¥ Works for consumer protections 
¥ Protects vulnerable consumers 
¥ Supports consumer lawyers 
¥ Publishes legal resources 
¥ Impacts marketplace protections 
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Center on Law and Social Policy 
1015 15th St. NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Ph. (202) 906-8000 
Fax (202) 842-2885 
Web: http://www.clasp.org 
 
The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) is a national nonprofit that works to 
improve the lives of low-income people. CLASPÕs mission is to improve the economic 
security, educational and workforce prospects, and family stability of low-income 
parents, children, and youth and to secure equal justice for all. 
 
To carry out this mission, CLASP conducts cutting-edge research, provides insightful 
policy analysis, advocates at the federal and state levels, and offers information and 
technical assistance on a range of family policy and equal justice issues for our audience 
of federal, state, and local policymakers; advocates; researchers; and the media. 
 
CLASP works to accomplish the following goals: 

¥ Increase access for low-income adults to quality education, training, transitional 
jobs, and other employment-preparation activites that will lead to stable, well-paid 
jobs with benefits. 

¥ Create universal opportunities for children to participate in early education and 
pre-kindergarten programs in order to increase their school readiness. 

¥ Increase access for low-wage workers to work supports, such as child care, food 
stamps, Medicaid, cash assistance, child support and medical support, through 
changes in the human services and workforce development systems. 

¥ Promote child well-being by helping more children grow up with both their 
parents involved and by providing comprehensive services to parents in need. 

¥ Help young people avoid adverse risk-taking behaviors, including becoming teen 
parents, and help them obtain high school diplomas and postsecondary degrees. 

Ford Foundation 
Headquarters  
320 East 43rd Street  
New York, NY 10017 USA 
Ph. (212) 573-5000 
Fax (212) 351-3677 
Email: office-of-communications@fordfound.org 
Web: http://www.fordfoundation.org 

The Ford Foundation is a resource for innovative people and institutions worldwide. Our 
goals are to:  

¥ Strengthen democratic values,  
¥ Reduce poverty and injustice,  



 24 

¥ Promote international cooperation and  
¥ Advance human achievement  

This has been our purpose for more than half a century. 

Created with gifts and bequests by Edsel and Henry Ford, the Foundation is an 
independent organization, with its own board, and is entirely separate from the Ford 
Motor Company. 

A fundamental challenge facing every society is to create political, economic and social 
systems that promote peace, human welfare and the sustainability of the environment on 
which life depends. We believe that the best way to meet this challenge is to encourage 
initiatives by those living and working closest to where problems are located; to promote 
collaboration among the nonprofit, government and business sectors; and to ensure 
participation by men and women from diverse communities and at all levels of society. In 
our experience, such activities help build common understanding, enhance excellence, 
enable people to improve their lives and reinforce their commitment to society. 

The Ford Foundation is one source of support for these activities. We work mainly by 
making grants or loans that build knowledge and strengthen organizations and networks. 
Since our financial resources are modest in comparison with societal needs, we focus on 
a limited number of problem areas and program strategies within our broad goals. 

Since its inception it has been an independent, nonprofit, nongovernmental organization. 
The trustees of the foundation set policy and delegate authority to the president and 
senior staff for the foundationÕs grant making and operations. Program officers in the 
United States, Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Latin America and Russia explore 
opportunities to pursue the foundationÕs goals, formulate strategies and recommend 
proposals for funding. 

 
 
 


