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“We have to realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of 
justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.”  

-Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 
 
OVERVIEW 
As part of the Office of Social Ministry’s (OSM) One ‘Ohana – Food & Housing for All initiative, the Hawaiʻi 
Sustainable Nutritious Food Network (SNFN) is designed to support OSM in assisting parishes in 
transforming their food ministries from “emergency food distribution” to “nutritious food sustainability.” 
A critical aspect of this effort is to establish food as an important entry-point to addressing more 
expansive issues of social justice and faith formation, which Pope Francis has challenged Catholics across 
the globe to organize and take action on in this special Jubilee Year of Mercy. Catholics worldwide are 
thus called to embody an approach to evangelization grounded in joy and humility while lifting up the 
human dignity of our brothers and sisters. There have been numerous opportunities for parishioners to 
put their faith in action as a part of this Initiative  that has taken the Gospel out to the “highways and 
byways” of our island communities: 

 ʻOhana Nights 
 ʻĀina Retreats 
 Disaster Preparedness and Community Resilience Parish Plans 
 Pastoral Planning Support 

Such energy has built a foundation for participating parishioners to begin to be ready to joyfully share 
their faith as stewards of the Gospel, and be the key to implementing the four pillars of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Plan: Faith Formation, Youth and Young Adults, Strengthening Families, and Developing 
Leadership.   
 
‘Ohana Nights 
The concept of ‘Ohana Nights is targeted at 
engaging parish families in dialogue around food 
that help them to identify, act on, and assume 
leadership in addressing issues that are of 
importance to them and their community, 
especially issues related to the most vulnerable.   
 
For example, on January 20, 2016, close to 100 
parishioners on Moloka‘i focused on the youth to 
engage the entire family in hands-on activities to 
create container gardens with partners from 



Sust‘ainable Moloka‘i, the focus of Religious Education activities 
during the 2016Lenten season.  The children assumed the role of 
evangelists as they reminded their parents all week about the 
event. It paid off: parents, grandparents, aunties, and uncles came, 
participated, and listened to what was shared at the ‘Ohana Night. 
 
 
 

‘Āina Retreats 
It is in being present on the ‘āina (land) 
that connections between faith, food, 
and God’s creation come to life and as 
such, ʻĀina Retreats are being hosted 
by regional resource network partners 
across the State of Hawai‘i and Diocese 
of Honolulu. Through hands-on 
activities and opportunities to pause, 
ponder, and pray, Catholics across the 
state of Hawai‘i will come together as 
one ‘ohana and take time to reflect on 
how everyday actions impact the world around us. Heeding Pope Francis’ call to organize, these retreats 
are intended to help parishioners identify, act on, and assume leadership in addressing issues that are of 
importance to them and their community, especially issues related to the most vulnerable.  
 

Based on an ʻĀina Retreat in the Spring of 2015 at 
Palili O Kohala in Hawi, Chuukese parishioners from 
the Legion of Mary are now working side by side with 
Father Mike Scully at Sacred Heart Parish in Pāhoa to 
plant traditional Micronesian foods and support the 
Parish with their land maintenance and donation of 
healthy, culturally relevant food to the burgeoning 
food pantry.  OSM is leveraging this energy by offering 
a series of Lenten Retreats for parishioners. 
 
 

Disaster Planning & Community Resilience Parish Plans 
In response to needs on Moloka‘i due to the hurricane and Pahoa due to the hurricane and lava flow, 
support was provided to St. Damien and Sacred Heart Pahoa to develop Disaster Preparedness and 
Community Resilience Parish Plans.  Through “talk story” sessions among parish leadership and at a 
number of small informal parish ‘ohana gatherings, parishioners shared how the church and parish 
families deal with natural disasters – how they had prepared for such events; what had worked well; and 



what needs had not been met.  During these talk story sessions, many of the families shared about how 
they, their family, and their community had weathered storms and other threatening situations (i.e., 
economic challenges) in the past.  Many spoke of the ‘
allows them to support one another in times of disaste
document produced laid out a parish disaster preparedness and community resilience plan that builds off 
of the relationships, assets, and resources that already exist across the island.  
 
In Pāhoa, the mapping process revealed a large 
Chuukese parishioner population that many in the 
Parish were unaware of and has led
efforts to engage and integrate the Chuuk
community into the broader Parish community.
work has evolved with the support of
Hawai‘i as they worked with the Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation to procure ‘ulu trees to plant at 
Heart Pāhoa. These trees, planted by Chuukese 
parishioners, continue to address the need
culturally relevant foods among Chuukese on 
Island, with efforts spearheaded by 
 
In addition, the Laura Jane Musser Fund 
an Intercultural Harmony Grant that would support community gatherings to share recipes and growing 
techniques around ‘ulu – or mai as it is called in Chuukese 

Chuu
opportunities 
community collaborations might be 
as the
including donating fresh food to the food pantry
 
 
In Waimānalo
issues culminating in large
internal organizational assessment that
opportunity to “step back” with

identify and leverage opportunities 
address the everyday disasters that occur within its Parish ‘
Community. These assessments addressed 
homelessness, hunger, and poverty.
Incentive Grant to support the funding for new refrigeration units, which will allow for expanded food 
distribution in the future. 
 

hat needs had not been met.  During these talk story sessions, many of the families shared about how 
they, their family, and their community had weathered storms and other threatening situations (i.e., 
economic challenges) in the past.  Many spoke of the ‘ohana system present in their community, which 
allows them to support one another in times of disaster, as well as on a daily basis.  The plan and 
document produced laid out a parish disaster preparedness and community resilience plan that builds off 
of the relationships, assets, and resources that already exist across the island.   

, the mapping process revealed a large 
er population that many in the 

arish were unaware of and has led to collaborative 
to engage and integrate the Chuukese 

arish community. The 
work has evolved with the support of HOPE Services 

as they worked with the Hawai‘i Community 
to plant at Sacred 

. These trees, planted by Chuukese 
parishioners, continue to address the need for 

among Chuukese on Hawai‘i 
with efforts spearheaded by the Legion of Mary and the Hilo Chuukese Community Association

the Laura Jane Musser Fund recently rewarded the efforts of the Chuukese community 
an Intercultural Harmony Grant that would support community gatherings to share recipes and growing 

or mai as it is called in Chuukese – as well as music and other customs from 
Chuuk and the broader Micronesian Islands.  These would be 
opportunities that would include discussions and dialogue
community collaborations might be formed to maintain the
as the acreage behind Sacred Heart Pahoa for the broader commu
including donating fresh food to the food pantry. 

*** 
Waimānalo, St. George responded to “daily disasters”

issues culminating in large-scale inefficiencies and problems 
internal organizational assessment that provided the Parish the
opportunity to “step back” with honest self-reflection.  Its 

leverage opportunities to strengthen St. George Parish in its mission of stewardship and 
address the everyday disasters that occur within its Parish ‘‘Ohana, as well as in the broader Waimānalo 

. These assessments addressed “daily disasters” in the community such as trauma, 
homelessness, hunger, and poverty. One outcome of St. George’s collaboration with OSM
Incentive Grant to support the funding for new refrigeration units, which will allow for expanded food 
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Pastoral Planning Support 
As part of this work with St. George, a number of 
parishes began to ask for broader organizational 
support, such as St. John Apostle & Evangelist and their 
Social Ministry Commission. St. John Apostle & 
Evangelist is a high-functioning parish with a robust 
support system, as demonstrated by their Social 
Ministry Commission.  As the Commission began to 
carry out the new Pastoral Plan, however, they realized 
a need for support to better formulate their strategy. 
In response, OSM and HACBED created a supportive 
planning process to help the Commission to revisit the 
services offered and those served; map their resources 
and partner network; better articulate their strategy 
and identity statement; and more clearly identify their 
internal structure, lines of authority, and communication. 
 
Such a process helped to create the beginnings of a shared understanding of Commissioners’ gifts and 
goals as well as a realization of those that needed to be served – even in their own backyard. In the 
coming months, final feedback will be gathered to create an overarching strategy and identify growth 
areas based on the projected budget for the year that will be captured in an action plan. 
 
 


